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A Review of Liberal Arts Education at a University level through an Omnibus Lecture series
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Abstract

Part 9 of this series reviews Liberal Arts Education at a University level through an Omnibus Lecture series “Modern
Society and People” which we offer at Tokyo Polytechnic University in the academic year of 2015. Each of the teachers
discusses the modern society from the point of their field.

Ezaki reviews her lecture in Chapter 1. She aims her lecture to encourage students to think scientifically in
information-oriented society. “Scientifically” means logically, critically and objectively. Such thinking skills help students
to live on their own initiative. Shigemitsu, in Chapter 2, describes her lecture and students’ reaction to the lecture. Her lecture
was about Pragmatics and covers turn-taking system, cooperative Principle, and politeness theory. The reaction papers from
students reveals that students understand how the communication should be. They also realizes how they manage to talk for
efficient communication and establishing human relationships. In chapter 3, Ozawa describes that how students realize the
problems of this Modern Society. Reports from the students show that they mention employment problem, internet addiction,
educational problem, low birth rate and longevity, increased tax, international problem, environment and energy and so on. In
chapter 4, Takizawa discuss the resent situation of disparity. He asked students about the criteria of "win-lose" of ordinary
people. It is important to think about it by themselves although we already have general idea about it. The students accepted
their situation and destiny and understood that it is important to self-affirm after his lecture.

Finally, Takizawa summarized this omnibus lecture series as follows:

Teachers who contribute to this paper prepared their lecture by analyzing the latest findings in the study area. The students
could learn the topics and think the theme by themselves after each lecture. It is important to give students thinking skills
through the lecture so that they continue to have interest in social problems in modern society.
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