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A Review of Liberal Education at a University level through an Omnibus Lecture series
“Modern Society and People ” (Part 8)

Kazuhito Ozawa ' Rika Matsumoto ~ Yoshiaki Ueno ° Yuka Shigemitu*4 Toshinao Takizawa "

The purpose of this paper is to review Liberal Arts Education through an Omnibus Lecture series
“Modern Society and People ” which was offered at Tokyo Polytechnic University. Five researchers
contribute to this paper.

First, Ozawa discusses a role of Liberal Arts Education at a University. Eijro Kawai (1940) pointed
out that the aim of Liberal Arts Education in University 1is for self-cultivation and self-developing.
Ozawa discusses whether this idea is still accepted.

The goal of Matsumoto’s lecture was to encourage students to think critically about the energy crisis
which they are facing. She introduces students’ opinions on nuclear electricity generation.

Ueno sheds light on Hiraki Sekiguchi, a mathematician during Meiji period. He nurtured many
excellent students of that period as an educator, thus building up the basis for modern Japan.

Next contributor Shigemitsu shows the outline of her lecture on ‘Multicultural society and discourse.’
She introduces her students’ reaction paper and concludes her students should have more awareness
of pragmatic knowledge of language use.

Finally, Takizawa describes his class. He talked about meaning of existence employing a concept of
the gift of life in his lecture. Students learned they live without networking of human relationship
and mutual understanding.
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