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A Study of Japanese Americans
— Searching for the Roots of Daniel Inouye’s Actions —

. . *
Hiroshi Noro

Daniel Inouye, a Nisei Japanese American, suffered from various forms of
discrimination against Japanese Americans, particularly so after the Pearl Harbor Attack.
In order to be accepted and to be a good American, he finally chose fighting in the army
against his parents’ country, Japan. A large number of Nisei joined the army to show
loyalty toward their own country, the U.S.A. by their blood, and Daniel Inouye was among
them.

Returning from the World War II as a member of the 442nd Regimental Combat
Team, he was warmly welcomed by the general public, but in a certain barber shop, a
barber refused to cut his hair using discriminatory terms, “We will not cut Jap’s hair!!” He
was so shocked to see this kind of racial discrimination still alive even after so many
Japanese Americans gave their lives for their own country.

This kind of discrimination made Daniel Inoue work to solve prejudices against
Japanese Americans as a lawyer, a Nisei member of the U.S. House of Representatives, and
also as a Nisei U.S. Senator.

One of his biggest joys was that HR 442 became a law and the Congress and the
President formally apologized for the removal of Japanese Americans from the West Coast
(in 1942) and provided monetary compensation to the surviving internee in 1988. Even
after this historic law, he has been very active in creating understanding and friendship
between the two countries, Japan and the U.S.A. Today he continues his mission of creating
security and peace around the world.

Through various hardships against Japanese Americans, the Nisei Daniel Inouye
realized fully that no discrimination should exist regardless of race. He also realized that
every person has individual rights, if they are to be the same as Americans, their life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness should be guaranteed. This coincides with the spirit of
the Declaration of Independence : “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness....”

Therefore, it can be concluded that all the terrible experiences as a Japanese
American made Daniel Inouye a fighter: Samurai of justice, freedom and equality, having
universally accepted values, not just for the U.S.A. interest only, but for the sake of
countries around the world.
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