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How Much Do Topics Affect Participation Structure?: From the Analysis of
Conversations in A Faculty Meeting

Lala Uchida™!

Abstract: This article focuses on a faculty meeting by four members, each of whom has different latent status.

I make clear the difference in participation structure in topic development between "topics giving shape to

agenda" and "secondary topics for the agenda". To put it concretely, in the former, a person highest in latent

status leads a topic to a conclusion. In the latter, on the other hand, without regard to participants' latent status,

a person who has more knowledge or information on a certain topic chiefly develops the topic and others

cooperate with him or her. Moreover, it is pointed out that a sense of position influences whether the members

expand their topics by giving priority to the relationship among participants or to the amount of information

they have.
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