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A New Approach to Moral Education

—Application of Luhmann’s Identity Concept to Moral Education —

Shigetaka IMAI

In order to overcome relativism in moral education, it is necessary to introduce the concept
“identity” into this field. Because each man must think, judge and act for himself in this world
of relativism, each must have his center of value judgement, namely “identity”. Identity is, in
terms of Luhmann’s system theory, an indespensable condition under which a sysytem builds
itself. If a system faces a crisis, the identity of the sysytem will be activated. Therefore it is

important to activate one’s identity by causing a crisis or the like so as to improve it.
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