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Bird-worm seal script as Mark of Involvement : Style and “illegibility” in bronze inscriptions
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Abstract

This paper is a study of how the style and “illegibility” of the Bird-worm seal script’s function in the inscription
of bronze vessels. The author has focused on the fact that many of the inscriptions written in Bird-worm seal

script include the names of the vessels’ owner. The inscriptions on bronze vessels are a sign of the involvement

of the owner. The author has shown the possibility that the stylization of the Bird-worm seal script was a
means of duplicating the evidentiary force of the inscriptions, and has considered that the inscriptions were
made “illegible” to avoid the name of the vessels’ owner being deciphered as symbols.
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