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Abstract

This paper discusses the usage of color terms in modern Japanese; especially how many color terms the students of media
art have in their vocabulary. The author conducted a questionnaire-based research in which 198 participants were asked
to recall any color term as many as possible. The result showed that; 1) the average number of recalled color terms was
25.35 (max 46, min 10), whereas the total number of color terms recalled by all informants was 346; 2) all 11 basic color
terms proposed by Berlin and Kay (1969) were included in the 13 most frequent terms, and thus this paper confirms their
basic color term theory; and 3) mizu-iro (color of water; light blue) and ki-midori (yellowish green) were more frequent than
a basic color term of pink which was the least frequent in Berlin and Kay’s 11 basic color terms, and thus they can be con-

sidered to be the basic color terms in modern Japanese.
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5 =] 189 95.45
6 % 186 93.94
7 i 184 92.93
8 S 170 85.86
9 7K 156 78.79
10 Hihk 144 72.73
11 K 132 66.67
12 vy 125 63.13
13 = 124 62.63
14 & 120 60.61
15 1 120 60.61
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16 WL 108 54.55
17 R 95 47.98
18 [:3 87 43.94
19 it 86 43.43
20 ¥ 82 41.41
21 it 80 40.4
22 #L 78 39.39
23 73 73 36.87
24 DI 68 34.34
25 Pk 65 32.83
26 SR o7 28.79
217 1L o6 28.28
28 <ty 55 27.78
29 HEk 93 26.77
30 % 50 25.25
31 V- 48 24.24
31 HER 48 24.24
33 N—V 2 47 23.714
34 IAZFIVRTY = 42 21.21
35 VTV 41 20.71
36 9 A 33 16.67
37 AN 32 16.16
38 Hi 32 16.16
39 ik 31 15.66
39 70— LA 31 15.66
41 51— 29 14.65
42 ZALU 27 13.64
43 IRAR 26 13.13
44 g4 Vy N 25 12.63
45 as,)V 7 I)v— 24 12.12
46 8l 22 11.11
46 XA E— 22 11.11
48 VIVIN— 21 10.61
49 & 20 10.1
49 I—J)V K 20 10.1
51 sk 19 9.6
bYA LVEVfTo— 18 9.09
53 t—EEVT 17 8.59
53 Hi 17 8.59
90 /NG 16 8.08
55 Y el 16 8.08
55 2AATIV— 16 8.08
o8 T AN 15 7.58
58 ik 15 7.58
58 VeV 15 7.58
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58 B 15 7.58 81 AL 7 3.54
62 5 —a4 XT)I— 14 7.07 81 A=V b 7 3.54
63 VavFrTrEYY 13 6.57 81 DI 7 3.54
64 et 12 6.06 81 N 7 3.54
64 BiRiE| 12 6.06 81 EVYT Y 7 3.54
66 72 11 .56 81 RIVF— 7 3.54
66 bathre) 11 5.56 81 W 7 3.54
68 NI T T IV— 10 .05 81 ATV =V 7 3.54
68 ERT )=V 10 .05 90 2N 6 3.03
70 P 9 4.55 90 == 6 3.03
70 IAFIVE 9 4.55 90 i 6 3.03
70 y—a4 R 9 4.55 93 STEYY 5 2.53
70 <V rTI— 9 4.55 93 kel 5 2.53
T4 TAKRY — 8 4.04 93 ES 5 2.53
T4 AL 8 4.04 93 INEE 5 2.53
T4 FT7HTA4 b 8 4.04 93 A (29) 5 2.53
T4 Pt 8 4.04 93 ENE| 5 2.53
74 Tt 8 4.04 93 NAF Vb 5 2.53
T4 Bl 8 4.04 93 N A% 5 2.53
T4 EES 8 4.04 93 74 FTI— 5 2.53
81 PRCR 7 3.54




