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A Systematic Review of the Quality of Reporting the Efficacy of Social Skills Training
Applying Learning Theories for Children and Adults with Disabilities in Japan

Yokoyama Takayuki”

Objective: This study clarified the quality of research reports showing the effectiveness of social
skills training for children and adults with disabilities in Japan using the checklist of Iwabe,
Iwaoka, and Yoshiike (2014). In addition, this study considered measures for high quality

reporting.

Method: Two databases (CiNii and J-STAGE) for articles published between 2010 and 2017 were
searched, and evaluated according to an expanded version of Iwabe’s checklist (39 items).

Results: Twenty four articles were selected for the research, of which 2 were non-RCTs, 21 were
before-after studies and 1 employed combined study design. More than half of the articles were
evaluated as having no information on 19 items in the checklist. In addition, there were no articles
reported on 5 items in the checklist. There was no significant correlation between article issued
year and item description count scores(r=-.11, 95% C/-.50~.32, p=.61, n=23).

Discussion: It was considered focusing on 5 items in the checklist that were not reported in analysis
target articles. Specifically, it was examined future strategies to properly describe "sample size,"
"dealing with missing data," "flowchart," "reason for dropout" and "conflict of interest" in

intervention research papers.
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