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Abstract

This paper aims to clarify the meaning of “photography” using the theory of prehensions by Alfred North Whitehead. It
could be said that “photography” was generalized and became a theoretical matter in the field of art theory or media theory
in the 1960s. However, the goal of discussing photography in this context has not been achieved. Thus, the author at-
tempts to reconsider “photography” on the basis of individual experience as a person who takes or views photographs.
When a person expects to photograph an event, he or she considers two aspects: “subjects (that are photographed)” and
“good opportunities (for the photo shoot).” These aspects mean that the subject aims to prehend some data, as
propositional feelings, with the datum “photography.” If a subject similarly prehends as the datum “a photo” from another
datum, which may be prehended as “a pattern” on a paper or monitor, this datum is connected with the datum “photogra
phy” as a potentiality. Moreover, any datum felt by a subject is never primarily the same in the theory of prehensions.
Although the technology of making still pictures has completely shifted from analog to digital, the datum “photography” con-
tinues to exist even today. Thus, it could be said that the datum “photography” comprises multiple discontinuous data—

and not merely the experiences of technology—prehended as a single continuous datum by a subject.
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Francois Brunet, ‘A better example is a photograph’: On the
Exemplary Value of Photographs in C. S. Peirce’s Reflection on
Signs, The Meaning of Photography, Robin Kelsey and Blake
Stimson eds., Sterling and Francine Clark Art Institute, 2008, p.
34
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Cf. Umberto Eco, A Theory of Semiotics, Indiana University Press,
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Vilém Flusser, Fiir eine Pilosophie der Fotografie, Europian
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Lev Manovich, The Language of New Media, The MIT Press,
2001, p. 74 (VLT7 e = /) EvF [Za—AT 4 T7OFE] ¥
HZiR, A3 FHE. ~O—=4F)

Rosalind E. Krauss, Reinventing the Medium, Critical Inquiry,
Vol. 25, No. 2 (Winter, 1999), 1999

Geoffrey Batchen, Burning with Desire: The Conception of
Photography, The MIT Press, 1997 (Y = 7V — « Ny F x »
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Cf. Alfred North Whitehead, Science and the Modern World: Lowell
Lectures, The Macmillan Company, 1925, p. 80
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Roland Barthes, “Rhétorique de I'image”, Communications No. 4,
1964 (@5 v« 70 [IRBEOEEE] GEEHRERE « AR T
R HEHRE. ~OOHA)

Kendall L. Walton, Transparent Pictures: On the nature of photo-
graphic Realism, Critical inquiry, Vol. 11, No. 2 (December
1984), 1984
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20) Manovich, op. cit., p. 74 (= / E v F, HifgRE, —— 5

21) Eco, op. cit., p. 49 (=— 3, §ij#ERFE, —OME)

22) Manovich, op. cit., p. 74 (= / E v ¥, #ifgiRE, — _H)
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