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I simply want to live with someone so that I can begin my life. I
want you, in fact. And you want nobody.---- D

LT, BABEEEATHELEESEHRIEXENER—V Iz T



R EHEL

But I want more:----- I do not want to be trustworthy, and safe,
and discreet. I do not want to be the one who understands and
sympathizes and soothes. I do not want to be reliable. I do not
want to do wonders with Professor Redmile’s group, I do not
even care what happens to Larter. I do not want to be good at
pleasing everybody. I do not even want to be such a good cook,
------ I want to be totally unreasonable, want to be part of a real
family. I want my father to be there and to shoot things. I do not
want my grandmother to tell me what to wear. I want to wear
jeans and old sweaters belonging to my brother whom of course
I do not have. I do not want to spend my life in this rotten little
flat. I want wedding presents. I want to be half of a recognized
couple. I want a future away from this place. [ want Maurice.
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Kitty felt a pang of pain for her. She comes here every night,
even in the darkest winter, she said to herself. There is no one for
her to talk to. She has to make arrangements for people to come
in and see to her mother during the day. And when her mother
dies, what will she do? Probably go on living in the same place,
even lonelier. And she knows all this. She is too clever not to
know. She is what is called a liberated woman, thought Kitty.
The kind envied by captive housewives. She felt an urgent need
to put her own life into some sort of order, to ensure that she did
not turn out like Caroline or like Pauline, the one so stupid, the
other so intelligent, and both so bereft.------ g
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When dining alone, Kitty Maule tended to dispatch the meal as
quickly as possible and also to distract herself from the actual
business of eating. She found it helpful to balance a tray on her
knees rather than to sit down forlornly at an empty table, and to
read, listen to the radio, or even sometimes wander about, as if

~ only lending herself to the task of digestion.”
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She handed over her plate. His physical presence so bemused her
that her own awakened appetite seemed subsumed into his. He
was eating for them both, and that was how she would have it.
To feed him, at that moment, was all she wanted to do ; the food
was enhanced by his enjoyment of it and she speared a potato
from his plate because it looked so much more appetizing than
when it had previously featured on her own.:«*-* '
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Then she saw Maurice sink to his knees in front of the statue of



the Virgin by Dagobert’s tomb and watched his bent head as he
prayed. He has left me, she thought ; I am alone, and she leaned
against a pillar, her throat aching. She tried to pray and failed.
Then she said silently, Marie-Thérése, dearest little mother, are
you there? Is this what you wanted for me, your heart’s darling,
------ Do you see him, my pious lover, for whom [ wait in hotel
rooms, whose notes I type, whose dinners I cook, and who will
never marry me?------
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They ate ravenously, their mouths perfumed with the sweet
mixtures. When they kissed, they exchanged identical breaths,
and she made a vow that she would never forget that particular
taste as long as she lived.:::-- 8
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‘My father was in the army,” said Kitty Maule slowly, ‘He died
before I was born.” And picking up her spoon, she prepared to eat.
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As she sat in the garden of her grandparents’ house, she was
aware that the time had come to say goodbye to those who had
been with her on the first half of her journey, and that she must
now prepare to live a different sort of life. No more clairvoyants,
no more waiting in hotel rooms, no more glum acceptance of
Caroline’s advice. From now on she would be more definite, more
admirable, she thought. She would eat reasonable meals, she
would not panic before her lecture, she would deal sensibly with
everyone, but would not allow anyone to dominate her. She was
saying goodbye to her very pliancy, the quality that had kept her,
like her mother, a girl for far too long. And I am thirty she said
to herself. I am already thirty. It is time.-*+- 10)
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For two days she sat in the garden or walked about the streets,



and she would remember those two days as a curious interval,
when all things seemed possible, an almost mystical time of
promise and anticipated fulfilment. The hours of the day were
uniform in their bright silent intensity, and the sun did not appear
to move. There was a suspension of appetite and of all agitation,
replaced by an extraordinary concentration of the faculties, a
stillness, something strange and new. It was as if some genuine
metamorphosis were taking place, yet she did not know what it
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As she turned to give them a last wave, as she always did, she
saw their two faces at the window, white masks that dwindled as
she walked backwards down the hill, still waving.------ 12)
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To show that I have not forgotten them. But I have already left

them behind. Their way is not my way. My way is not their way.
...13)
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The woman turned the crystal ball in Kitty’s plams:----- ‘I see a
lady. Your mother? Has she passed?’ Kitty looked at her uncom-
prehendingly, ‘Mother,” repeated the woman. ‘Has she passed on?’
Kitty nodded again, her throat thickening. This surprised her for
she had never wept for her mother, had never dared to. Did not
even dare to think of Marie-Thérése as her mother. The conjunc-
tion of the person and the concept would have moved her in a
way she could not afford to imagine. ‘Mother’s watching,” said
Madame Eva. Tears spilled over from Kitty’s eyes. ‘All right,
darling,” said Madame Eva. ‘Mother’s watching.’+---- 14)
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They took their places at the table, Maurice and Miss Fair-
child at either end. I lacked the information, thought Kitty, trying
to control her trembling hands. Quite simply, I lacked the
information. She had the impression of having been sent right
back to the beginning of a game she thought she had been playing
according to the rules. And there was the rest of the evening to
be got through. Professor Redmile was in ever more radiant
form. ‘I must confess, Miss Maule, that we were discussing you
before you arrived. We were trying to work out which half of you
was French.”:-:--- ‘It was Kitty’s mother,” supplied Maurice. ‘Isn’t
that right, Kitty?”” ‘My father was in the army, said Kitty Maule
slowly. ‘He died before I was born.” And picking up her spoon, she
prepared to eat.------
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