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A Study on “Hoodo”

Hiroshi SHIMIZU

“Byodo-in Hoods” is one of the most eminent architectures in Heian era. The form of
“Hoods” is very peculiar and unprecedented. I think the reason of the creation of the

form is as follows.

“Hoods” was constructed as the three-dimensional form of “Jodo-Hensozu”, the picture
describing Buddhist Heaven. This matter is proved by the fact that “Kogosho” was built
in front of “Ho66ds” to worship it, and such facility was very unique. By the way, “Jodo-
Hensozu” were imported from China, and in the scenes of several “Hensdzu”, architectures

which have strong resemblance to the composition of “Hoodo” are described.
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