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A study on the architectural characteristics of Jarrestadt in Hamburg:
Focusing on the regionality of the housing estates in Germany during the Weimar period

Monado EBISAWA*!

In this paper the formation and characteristics of architecture of Jarrestadt, a housing estate
constructed in Hamburg in the late 1920s, are described. This article consists of four parts. The
first part (Chapter 2) gives an overview of the development of the mass housings in Hamburg during
the Weimar period. The second part (Chapter 3) focuses on the design competition for the building
of Jarrestadt. The ten Architects selected in the competition participated in the planning of
Jarrestadt and each of them designed one housing block. In the third (Chapter 4) and fourth part
(Chapter 5) two architectural characteristics of Jarrestadt, namely the form of housing block and the
brick wall, are discussed. In Jarrestadt all apartment blocks enclosed a large courtyard to supply a
good residential environment to dwellers. A unique rule, namely to open at least one (upper) part of
building for the better residential condition, made a difference in the planning of the housing blocks.
On the other hand the architects were obligated to use bricks for exterior walls of buildings reflecting
the architectural tradition in Hamburg. These two characteristics gave the housing estate not only

the unity but also an interesting variety among the buildings.
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