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How few,..how circumscribed, are the attainments of women! and how
much fewer and more circumbscribed still, are those which may, in their
consequences, be useful as well as ornamental, to the higher, or educated
class! those through which, in the reverses of fortune, a FEMALE may
reap benefit without abasement! those which, while preserving her from
pecuniary distress, will not aggravate the hardships or sorrows of her
changed condition, either by immediate humiliation, or by what, eventu-
ally, her connexions may consider as disgrace! '%
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Why, for so many centuries, has man, alone, been supposed to possess,
not only force and power for action and defence, but even all the rights
of taste; all the fine sensibilities which impel our happiest sympathies, in
the choice of our life’s partners? Why, not alone, is woman to be excluded
from the exertions of courage, the field of glory, the immortal death of
honour;—not alone to be denied deliberating upon the safety of the state
of which she is a member, and the utility of the laws by which she must
be governed: —must even her heart be circumscribed by boundaries as
narrow as her sphere of action in life? Must she be taught to subdue all
its native emotions? To hide them as sin, and to deny them as shame? '¢
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By the oppressions of their own statutes and institutions, they render us
insignificant; and then speak of us as if we were so born! But what have
we tried, in which we have been foiled? ....Woman is left out in the
scales of human merit, only because they dare not weigh her! '®
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